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Astronomy is the oldest of all of the natural sciences, and its origins are
bound up in ancient religious, mythological, and astrological practices.
Through the ages, enlightening discoveries by masterminds, such as
Aristotle, Copernicus, Newton, Einstein, and Hubble, have transformed
astronomy into a modern science. Nowadays, astronomers use powerful
Earth- and space-based telescopes, interplanetary missions, and
supercomputers to delve into the secrets of the Universe. Despite these
fundamental changes in the science of Astronomy, astronomers still focus
on answering the “big questions” that have occupied mankind for centuries,
such as “Where does the Universe come from?”, “What is the fate of the
Earth and of our Sun?” and “Is there life elsewhere in the Universe?” This
lecture series will provide students with an overview of astronomical
research covering a wide range of topics, including the history of astronomy,
the planets in our solar system, the birth, life and death of stars, black holes,
galaxies, the Big Bang theory, cosmology, the search for extraterrestrial life,
and space exploration. The lecture series is suitable for all students with a
general interest in astronomy and cosmology.




